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Tuesday of Prayer 3/8/16  

6:30 - 7:15pm —It will be the 
International Women’s Day. Come and 
join us as we pray and celebrate the 
most beautiful creation of God.  
We will meet in our Sanctuary! 
Bring ALL your joys and concerns! or 
simply complete a Prayer and Concern 
Card or email  Rev. Bolivar your prayer 
request. revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

Pay Attention To Your Words!  

We’ve all heard it before, and we’ve probably said it too, in an effort to cheer up 
a child reeling from the effects of name-calling or insults: “Sticks and stones 
may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.” Perhaps we so often repeat 
this rhyme in the hopes that saying it will make it true. Each of us knows that 
words have the power to wound deeper than sticks and stones, and no matter 
how firmly we assert that we are rubber and not glue, words have a way of 
sticking deep in our bones. As followers of Christ, God’s Word made incarnate, 
we also know that words have the power to transform, to inspire and to bring 
life. Words of scripture and the traditional words of our communities can link us 
together and draw us into fellowship across space and time. 

There are so many ways that words shape our world—we watch politicians and 
news anchors “spin” stories with slick word tricks. Advertisers tease us with 
promises of “new,” “improved,” and “all-natural” with no clear definitions of 
what those terms actually mean. Expressions like “blackmail,” “white lie,” and 
“black sheep” reveal just how deeply racial prejudices lie in our collective body. 
Clearly, our words do matter.  As we are halfway through Lent; the church wants to encourage you to continue exercising 
the spiritual discipline of “Words Matter.” For the glory of God pay attention to your words! Far from a desire to be 

politically correct, we invite you to focus on deep thinking about what is really at stake 
in the words we use, acknowledging that words can be used to tear down — but 
hopeful that more of us will embrace the potential of words to build up.  

For Reflection and Action  
Consider taking up the spiritual discipline of paying attention to what is at stake in 
the words you use. Imagine how your words might sound to someone of a different 
age, gender, race, or cultural background than you. Imagine what new words you 
would like to add to your daily speech. 

*From https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/allwomen/pdf/words-matter-lenten-devotional.pdf
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Our journey through Lent with “Be Holy” by Brian Coulter  

Lent is a holy journey with God, but what does it mean exactly to be “holy”? For some, 
it’s all about doing the right thing and not messing up. We turn Christianity into a list of 
rules and put God at the top of a staircase we’re determined to climb. But what if 
holiness is not good marks on a chalkboard but a gift from God? 

Pastor and author Brian Coulter has penned a series of brief daily reflections, paired 
with a short, ancient form of praise and petition called a breath prayer, to explore what 
holiness means for Christians today. He invites us to receive from God this blessed gift 
that makes our lives more compelling, more enjoyable, and more faithful. Bess 
Reynolds’s original artwork brings this holy Lenten journey to life.  

THERE ARE STILL AVAILABLE COPIES IN SIMS ROOM 
*while supplies last, by the HDTV inside of the Pamphlet holder.  

Contact Rev. Bolivar if you wish to be added to the Daily Lent Study Video updates, or 
simply visit the Church’s Facebook page www.facebook.com/skanpresby 

From The Senior Pastor 

Lent is not easy. Many of us were raised with a Christian faith based on Christmas; that God 
so loved the world God gave God's only begotten child for us. Like the Shepherds and the 
Wise, we search for those simple mangers, to adore God's gift. Lent is an experience like 
going to College, where we take the building blocks of everything we thought we knew, and 
we question the meaning and importance in differing contexts.  
That gift of God, that simple beautiful baby of Mary, who looks so much like our babies, 
what if he was also the one who forgave sinners, who loved outcasts, who suffered and died 
on the cross to bring about the resurrection? The simplest differences, emphasized by the 
Reformation, between what we as Presbyterians believe and the rest of Chistendom, are that 
many parts of the Church dwell on the suffering passion of Jesus, as if the more emphasis 
placed upon his suffering the greater atonement there is for our sins, therefore these churches 
focus on receiving the blood of Christ in Communion at every worship; whereas 
Presbyterians emphasized trying to understand and apply the resurrection, living a Lent and 
Easter faith, therefore every worship is opportunity for a sermon.  
In the last 50 years, our churches have grown to listen to one another a great deal more, we as 

Presbyterians have reflected more on Jesus death being for us, and other faiths have shifted from receiving the Mass to 
trying to understand. The forty days of Lent, in Latin “The Season of Spring” are not a dour time for repentance, but an 
opportunity different than we ever experienced before to wonder about the cost to God of gifting us that only child; of 
what it means to God that we strive for vanities and power and pay back instead of redemption and forgiveness. Lent is a 
hard time for us as Presbyterians, because we are demanded to think and so to act, not simply receiving what we were 
given.  

Harry Potter Soup Suppers 

6pm Wednesdays we gather in Dobson Hall for two homemade soups and toasted cheese sandwiches. 
After soup, we are using the Harry Potter stories (Book or Movie) to name Faith Issues. 

Week I The Sorcerer's Stone: What is Your Calling, What is Everlasting Life? 
Week 2 The Chamber of Secrets: Secrets, Prejudice, Atonement & Redemption 
Week 3 The Prisoner of Azkaban 

Who knew JK Rowlings was pointing us to the issues of the Bible? 
Children and Adults are MOST welcome and encouraged. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH March 20th following Worship. 

THANK YOU STEPHANIE MOWERY 

February 21st was Stephanie Mowery's last Sunday with us as Vocal Choirs Director. In these few brief years, Stephanie has 
grown the Chancel Choir in number of voices, but far more she has brought out the richness of the choir enjoying singing 
together. Few churches across our Nation have a choir of over 20 voices, familiar with the breadth of music, we have been 
blessed. We commend Stephanie with our faith and support as she cares for her parents and searches for the next chapter of her 
professional life on the West Coast.  
The Session have begun search for our next Vocal Choirs Director, whom we anticipate being selected by summer. In the 
meantime, we have invited Sue Grady to serve as Interim Choir Director. Sue is thoroughly familiar with our church and 
choirs, having been part of the life of this church and worship planning for in excess of 30 years. Sue is trusted and loved, as 
well as having a clear sense of rhythm and timing and harmony having directed our Bell Choirs for +20 years. 
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The Virtual Church 

A few weeks ago, Rev. Bolivar shared with Session that we have an 
extremely high number of visitors to our Website: www.skanpresby.org, 
whose average time browsing through the material is about 3 minutes. On 
the one hand I was crushed, having been trained in preaching with the 
adage that “No souls were won or lost in anything more or anything less 
than 20 minutes!” But then it occurred to me: After worship, even a few 
days later, what kernel would I hope people were challenged by, that people 
might remember? So after worship is over, we have begun preaching a 3 – 
5 minute summary of the sermon. This is not intended to water down, or 
replace the sermon, but is intended in brief to name and recall, what is it all 
about.   

Bell Notes  

We are fortunate this year to have the opportunity to attend the National 
Handbell Musicians of America Seminar July 12-July 16th in Rochester, New 
York.  12 Ringers from the choir will be attending.  In addition to working with 
a guest conductor in a Ringing Track with other ringers from across the 
country, each participant may take a variety of elective classes to hone their 
individual skills.  
Beginning this month through June, we will be holding our “Bottles for Bells/ 
Cans for Chimes” fundraiser.  We are asking that you drop off your recyclable 
bottles and cans or us to redeem.  These funds will be used to defray the cost of 
meals, parking and incidentals during our trip.  Thank you for your support! 

Children and Bells 

Before Stephanie knew she would be moving from this area, she purchased a set of  Beginner Bells to use with the 
children. We have planned to have the children prepare a simple introit to begin the Palm Sunday Service.  Practice will 
be during the first few minutes of Sunday School on the Sundays in March prior to Palm Sunday.  The children will need 
to be present each week for this to work.  Please let Sue Grady know if your family can help make this happen.  

4



C.W. Service Hygiene Kits 
  
Our next Mission Outreach 

Collecting for Church World Service Hygiene Kits.   
See items NEEDED BELOW 

• One hand towel 
• One washcloth 
• One wide tooth comb 
• One metal nair clipper 
• 1 toothbrushes 
•     Six (6) band-aids 

Seal all items in a one-gallon zip-lock plastic bag 
processing/shipping - $1.00 per kit 

Brushing teeth is a daily routine most of us take for granted--but not seven-year-old Mohammed, who has 
been living  in  a  tent  city  where  water  can be scarce.  After  the  October  2005 earthquake that  flattened 
Mohammed's hometown, CWS provided refugees with shelter, water, sanitation, schooling, CWS Health and 
School Kits, and medicine. 

Photo: Annie Griffiths for CWS

JOINT CIRCLE MEETING 
- Mary/Martha Circle will host Sarah/Esther Circle on March 3rd, 1:00 at church.  

 Our Sudanese Mission 
 By Jack Howard  

The John Dau Foundation now has three staff  employees in residence in Juba, the Capital of South Sudan. Their main 
function is to conduct business in both Juba and Bor, the capital of Jonglei State. They have need of a vehicle to operate 
out of both cities. The political leaders of South Sudan that caused the insurrection have now stabilized their agreement to 
get back together again and end the civil strife.  When the Vice President returns to Juba from Ethiopia, the country can get 
back to normal. 
JDF plans to restore the Duk Lost Boys Clinic (Hospital) in the next dry season (November to April).  The population of 
Duk County should also be returjning from refugee camps. We now have four transient Clinics to care for the refugees. An 
island Clinic has been established to provide care for refugees located in the Nile River island.  Nutrition continues to be 
our principle level of care. 
  
*** A Nissan SUV suitable for local driving will be purchased for this use. Its cost is $14,000. Some of this cost has 
been donated but we need a majority donation to complete the deal. Please contact Don Cross, John Dau, or Peggy 
 if you would like to participate.  
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Cardz for Kidz!  

We had a blast making greeting cards on Sunday.  Dobson Hall was set up with twelve 
different tables, each organized with all of the supplies necessary to make a fun and uplifting 
card—stamps, colorful paper, ribbon, rhinestones, and glue dots.  Nancy Thompson and her 
kind volunteers guided us through the many steps to make each intricate card using her 
supplies that she sells in her business called Stampin’ Up.  For $10.00, we were able to make 
five different cards each, filling each card with positive, uplifting messages and jokes that 
will be sure to brighten the day of children in hospitals across the country.  The 80 cards that 
we made will be sent to Cardz for Kidz, who will then distribute them to hospitals 
nationwide.   A big thank you goes out to Nancy for her time and efforts in putting together 
such cute cards, as well as, to the ladies and girls who participated in this creative event.   

Evening Circle Enriches February Break for 2nd Graders 

Five members of the Evening Circle braved blustery snow covered roads to 
deliver 85 Break Bags to second graders at Frazer Elementary School in 
Syracuse. Timing was of utmost importance, as the bags were intended to 
go home with the children right before their February school break week. 
The project was coordinated by Evening Circle member Ginny Fennessey, 
who works at Frazer.  
Frazer is a Syracuse City School serving grades K-8. According to one web 
site,  academically it  ranks 2,223rd  among NY State elementary schools. 
Additionally,  over  72%  of  its  students  receive  free  or  reduced  price 
lunches. Many of the students come from single parent homes or live with 
grandparents or other care givers. During school breaks these children are 
often left largely on their own, with little to do. Many of the students do 
not have simple supplies at home to keep themselves busy, like crayons, 
glue or scissors. Recognizing a worthy local need, Ginny proposed that 
Evening  Circle  assemble  activity  bags  to  be  sent  home  right  before 
February break.   
Since this was our first attempt, we focused on one grade level.  Our goal was to complete 86 bags, enough for every 2nd 
grade student. Each gender specific nylon drawstring bag contained a box of crayons, a coloring activity book, children’s 
scissors, glue sticks, construction paper, a small puzzle, a reading book and a box of granola bars. 
When we arrived at Frazer, the energy was electric. With a storm in the air and a week of vacation on the horizon, the school 
was buzzing with activity. As we entered each classroom and handed out the bags, the children reacted with everything from 
suspicion and mild amusement to overwhelming excitement. Seeing their reactions and showing them that we care was worth 
driving through a blizzard. Thank you to all of the Evening Circle members and everyone who helped make this happen.     

*More pictures on the next page!  
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Pictures —Evening Circle Enriches February Break for 2nd Graders

Community Game Night and Potluck! 

Join us on Saturday, March 12th from 6-8pm for another fun filled evening 
for all ages!  This time, we are reaching out to the whole community to come 
to Dobson Hall and enjoy this multi-generational event!  Bring your favorite 
dish to pass or something from the store if you don’t have time to cook. We 
will share a meal together and then have fun getting to know or meeting for 
the first time members of our church family and the community. We will 
have tables sharing games and will rotate so that we get to to know many 
others there.  Invite your neighbors and friends!  We can’t wait to see you 
there!! 
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Men’s Brunch  News Flash    

Spring Schedule, save these dates!  
  
April 17th — Larry Weiss  
Paul’s Journeys 

May 15th — Eastern Farm Workers Association    
What are the needs of Immigrant and low income workers in our 
area? 

June 5th — Isaiah’s Table    
Nancy Wind will fill us in on the Programs and Mission of this 
new Worshipping Community in Syracuse  

*These presentations continue to provide interesting speakers 
and programs as well as tasty pancakes, French toast, sausages 
and fruit. Regular and decaf coffee, tea and juice are also served.  
We welcome all members and visitors including teenagers and 
children. Cost is $5.00 with children free. Thanks to you we are 
self-supporting and are able to make modest mission 
contributions as needed. 

MANOR NEWS February 2016 
Priscilla has returned from a month long trip to Utah to visit her 
son.  The ladies are now all back together enjoying each other’s 
company.  They are working on a large jigsaw puzzle and 
investigating coloring books for adults as well as their usual 
after-meal discussions.
The following article was written by Barbie Spain briefly 
explaining the history of the Manor, how it serves the community 
and the procedure that the Sunday Servers follow.  We are always 
in need of these volunteers and hope this information will explain 
and encourage more people to participate and get to know our 
delightful residents.

MANOR NEEDS SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS 
The Presbyterian Manor, 49 West Genesee Street, Skaneateles, is 
a home owned by the First Presbyterian Church since 1975, when 
an agreement was made with the Don Dixon family to take the 
home and run it for well-elderly.  Since that time, seven members 
of the Church serve on a Presbyterian Manor Board of Directors, 

and the home that once had nine single bedrooms with two, shared bathrooms down the hall, has been up-dated to six suites 
that each include a bedroom, sitting room, and private bathroom.  A hired house manager, Robin, keeps things in order and 
prepares lunch and dinner six days a week at the non-denominational home.   

On Sundays, in order for Robin to have the day off, a church or community member volunteers to join the residents in 
the noon-time meal that Robin has prepared and left refrigerated.  Volunteers should arrive at the Manor before noon, set the 
table while warming the food, and enjoy the meal and conversation with the residents:  Kate, Carol, Priscilla, Shirley, Gwen, 
and Theresa.  Later, dirty dishes are placed in the dishwasher. 

This volunteerism takes about an hour of your time and is a nice change of pace for the residents.   Many Sundays 
listed on the sign-up chart in the Sims Room are missing names of volunteers.  Would you, a single person or couple, seek out 
the chart and sign up to serve at the Manor on a Sunday or a few Sundays?  Thank you from Robin, the Manor Board, and six 
delightful residents. The following people volunteer to serve on Sunday during the month of February:  Carol and Ron 
Ackles, Atsje Biver, Deb McLear and Ray Crofoot, and Margie Sutton. 
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Month of March—Items for Ugly Quilters/sign-up to volunteer on Thursdays 
We will have a collection box in the Sims Room for donations of bedding, curtains, sweaters, hats, gloves, scarves 
and socks that will be used to make sleeping bags for the homeless and to fill them with items to keep them warm.   
This year we are going a step further and asking that you choose a Thursday in March to spend time as an ugly 
quilter at the Marcellus Grange #464 at 15 West Main Street in Marcellus from 12:30-3:00.  No experience is 
necessary.  Just pop on in to the Marcellus Grange. You will truly enjoy this experience and it is always sweetened 
with tea and cookies!    

March 21 at 6:30pm – Women Evening Circle Meeting  
Our March meeting will be at the beautiful home of Leah Scott on Monday, March 21 at 6:30 p.m. She lives at 26 
Griffin Street in Skaneateles.  It is a potluck dinner, so RSVP to melstaniec@gmail.com if you will be able to 
attend.  Hope to see you there! 

April 15 and 19—Two opportunities to volunteer at the Samaritan Center 
We will be extending our volunteer opportunities in Syracuse at the Samaritan Center in April.  We will start small 
and then hope to get more dates, both weekday and weekend opportunities, on the calendar.  Our upcoming dates 
to volunteer are Friday April 15th and Tuesday April 19th.  
• Friday, April 15, we need 10 people to do meal prep at from 10:00-12:00.  
• Tuesday, April 19, we need 25 people to serve dinner from 3:00-5:00.   
We will need you sign up very soon so that we can ensure that we have all of the volunteers necessary for each 
day.  Children ages 10-13 need a parent present and teens 14+ just need an adult supervisor. We will meet at the 
church one hour before each event to arrive on time and carpool.   

Ladies of the Lake Book Club (LOL) 
We will be reading The Best Yes by Lysa Terkeurst and will be doing a six-week bible study where we read 
about 30 pages a week, and via email, you will receive a short video of encouragement and thoughts from Mel 
Bolivar based on the study guide.  We will then meet at the end of the six weeks at church for a group reflection 
on the book with light refreshments.  The cost to you is $10.00 and you will receive your copy on Sunday, March 
20th at church.  The group meeting will be on Sunday, May 1st after the church service at 11:00 a.m. in the Great 
Room. Please sign up on the pink sheet next to the elevator if you want me to reserve a copy of the book for you, 
or email Mel Bolivar at melstaniec@gmail.com.  We will place our order by March 10th.   
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Website Church 
Training Day! 
Come to church and join Rev. Bolivar 
as we learn everything that our 
Church website has to offer!  
*Conner Room 

One to One Lessons Available!  
revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

March 8, 2016 
2pm - 2:30pm and 
6pm - 6:30pm 

Martha Gallagher

adkharper.com

“Martha’s a treasure; her music lifts up the 
spirit and reminds us why we’re here”

Todd Moe, NCPR North Country Public Radio

“Martha plays the harp with a joie de vivre; 
with a sense of joy and energy rarely seen 

with this instrument!”
Wanda Fischer, WAMC Northeast Public Radio
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Sun., April 3   3:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church

97 E.Genesee St,  Skaneateles
Tickets available at the door:  $10/ person

Celebrating life through songs, stories and in-the-moment inspirations.

adkharper.com
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Skaneateles Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elders 

2016                             2017                                2018                     Youth Elders 
Joe Grasso                            David Badami                   David Graham                         *Vacant 
Cindy Hinman                      Ginny Fennessy                Cindy Dempsey 
Claudia Lambdin                  Jill Marshall                      Doug Hamlin  
Kathleen Witter                    Doug Rutan                      Mary Margaret Biss 

Elder Alternates 
Heidi Cross, Michael Glowacki

2018                 

Kay Barton 
Lee Bennett 
Bill Burdick 
David Rottger 
Alyssa Rottger 
*Vacant  

Deacons 2016                 

Steve Frackenpohl 
Gary Heyer 
Merrily Heyer 
Deb McLear 
Tom Murphy 
Sandy Nichols 

2017                 

Lisa Lincoln 
Sandy Holbrook 
Adam Cross 
Chris Pardee 
Carol Ackles 
Beth O’Sullivan 

Youth Deacon 

Melissa Biver 
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March Birthdays! 
  
Isabelle Soderberg 3/1 
Jane Teffar 3/3  
Jan Steling 3/8  
Kristin Weiss 3/8  
Hope Glowacki 3/9 
Brief Buff 3/17 
Kara Stods 3/17  
Gene Tarolli 3/19 
Allison Hinman 3/28 

March Anniversaries  
Ruth and Peter Anderson 

* If your birthday OR Anniversary is in 
March and you do not see your name, 
please email to be added it.  
revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

To remember!
FOOD PANTRY

 EASTER  BASKETS
WE ARE COLLECTING         60 EACH      

 NEED BY MONDAY, MARCH 7TH

   MUFFIN MIXES
      (ANY KIND)

  
   FRUIT COCKTAIL   
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First Presbyterian Church 
 97 E. Genesee Street 
 Skaneateles, NY 13152 

Phone: 315-685-5048 
E-mail: info@skanpresby.org 
Website: www.skanpresby.org 

Rev. Dr. Craig J. Lindsey, Pastor 
Rev. Mario Bolivar, Associate Pastor 
Peggy Surdam, Business Admin/Treasurer 
Doris Hill, Organist 
Susan Grady, Bell Choir Director 
Stephanie Mowery, Dir. of Adult & Children's Choir 
Eddie  Hernandez, Sexton 
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